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To perform well in English-language competitions, students should practice things
that will be easily noticed. The most readily noticed characteristic of any spoken
language is the pronunciation of particular sounds, especially those that contribute
to common minimal pairs such as the distinct vowels in eat/it and pain/pen, and
consonants at the ends of syllables or words such as grandparents and

congratulations.

Common possible errors in the pronunciation of sounds during the competition

include



long A: change, campaign, capable, facing, demonstrate, rain, remains, vacation

long E: eat, unique, expertise, believe

L: noodles, all, technical, sustainable, people, well, vulnerabilities

M: game, become

Since multi-syllabic English words require one primary stress (and perhaps secondary
stress in words of more than two syllables), syllable stress is another factor to pay

attention to.

Phrasing (where in a sentence to pause) and emphasis (indicated by higher volume,
higher pitch, and elongation of the emphasized word) allow for easier
comprehensibility for listeners and clearer responsiveness to context. Be sure not to

pause in the middle of a phrase.

A common problem in stress occurs with a series of two nouns. Generally, when a
noun acts as a modifier in front of another noun, emphasize the first noun, not the
second: the word “business” in “business opportunities” should be stressed; the

word “opportunities” should be said more lightly.

Generally, if a preposition and a pronoun end a phrase or sentence, don’t emphasize
either one; say both words lightly: Buy one for me. (Stress neither “for” nor “me.”)

Get me one. (Stress neither “me” nor “one.”)

In terms of content, particular attention should be given to avoiding cliches, which

are always noticeable.



