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1. HEFERENRRET

Clarity is the weapon. Don’t rush through your speech. Most students’ English ability
and pronunciation are very good; however, if you cram lots of things in your speech
and rush through your speech, the audience might not understand you well. Effective
communication relies on clarity. Intonation to me is the most difficult part in speaking
English well. If you pay more attention to how native speakers talk in movies, you
can have better intonation. This will make you sound more natural instead of
sounding like memorizing some texts.

Student contestants overall did an excellent job; their English fluency, cooperative
teamwork and general grace in performance were outstanding.
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There are 17 SDGs, so please justify why you choose one, two, or even four SDGs for
elaboration in your speech. The SDGs should be relevant to your life and your age.
Otherwise, you tend to be alienated from your draft which might be appropriated from
others’ experiences online. Examples are important to illustrate your point, but it
would be the best if this example is your own personal experience, because you would
reveal your sincere and genuine feelings talking about your own experiences.

Content makes up a sizeable portion (40%) of the total score, so it is very much worth
your time to make your points interesting and unique.

One advice is to keep in mind the exact wording of the speech prompt/question. This
year, we asked speakers to tell us how TAIWAN TEENS/YOUTH can meet the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals. So, any answer that spends most of the time talking
about how the Taiwan government/policy makers can achieve these goals is mostly
irrelevant. The speech topic requires that students talk about students themselves.

Another piece of advice is not to leave your answer floating in generalities. If you say
things like TEENS ARE CREATIVE, AMBITIOUS, etc, that’s nice to hear but we
would prefer to see/hear a demonstration of creativity rather than just these clichéd
sayings. The same goes for the kinds of answers given — at this point it is indeed a
cliché to say RECYCLE, BRING YOUR OWN BAG, TURN OFF THE A/C, etc,
because this is already government policy, So it’s not a unique ‘TEEN’ activity to meet
the SDGs.

However, when it comes to SOCIAL MEDIA and DIGITAL ACTIVISM, this is an
area where young people can shine. Therefore, tell us specifically what youth are
doing in this area; don’t just say ‘SOCIAL MEDIA.’ Tell us something that we can
look up and verify. One example that stayed in my memory was the student who
talked about a clothing swap that was promoted on social media, as a way of recycling
clothing and avoiding the pollution of fast fashion. I would think that there are many



other such efforts — to protect the environment, to stop bullying, to protect human
rights in some way — online in Taiwan.

And very obviously, people could have mentioned the Teen Diplomatic Envoys
selection program itself — only two groups did so. But this program gives everyone a
push to think about the topic and maybe generate new ideas for how to fulfill these
goals, so it is an important way for teens to meet the UN goals!!

Other areas right in front of people’s noses are your daily transportation methods,
eating habits (going more plant-based is a global trend), getting in touch with nature
by working on a farm or taking care of animals, adopting a stretch of road and making
sure it is always clean, etc — all less common as answers than ‘beach clean-up,’ or the

like, and therefore BETTER answers in a contest because they are unusual.

Aim for originality in answers but keep it real and local. Someone at your school or in
your neighborhood is working toward one of these goals — in terms of human rights
protections or environmental protection —and you should find them and talk about
them. We can tell immediately if the speech is going to offer clichés, generalities,
‘answers’ that we have heard before 100 times. Try to avoid this, as it will cost you in

the contest.
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You need to feel the content of your own speech so that your body language and hand
gestures are natural. Also, show your cheerful team spirit. Some of you forgot your
lines. It’s easy to forget your lines, so while you practice, you might need to figure out
how to help each other when someone forgets lines. Lastly, don’t forget to smile.
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